
Meeting of Prominent Citizens at
Chickering Hall.

The Proposed Constitutional
Amendment.

Secretary Evarts on Local Self-
Government.

THE OMNIBUS BILL INDORSED.

A meeting tu bald last night in Chlckcrlng Hall,
nhich waa largoly attended by Influential citizens, tor
iba purpose ol calling upon the State Legislature to

lake prompt measures to insure the passage, at this
lesaiou, ol (be proper resolutions for Incorporating tbo

proposed amendments rccoinmendod by ibe municipal
wmmlsslon into tbo constitution, and also to indorse
be pending measures lor city reform now belore the
Legislature.
Among those present woro Socretsry Evarts, Messrs.

L T. Morton, TUurlow Weed, John Jay, Peter Cooper,
Ucktou S. Schultz, H. Bergu, E. V. Stout, 8. 1).
Itoulion, William A. Booth, Joseph Seligmau, John H.
Iherwood, Ethan Allen, Rush C. Hawkins, William H.
Macy, Robert L. Stuart, William H. Leo. Goorgo B.
Butler, George C. McGsnn, Koswell I). Hitchcock and
Oorman B. Eaton.
Mr. Rash C. Hawkins called the moetlng to order,

ind Mr. W. A. Booth was nominated ss chairman.
The Chairman eald that be had intended to mako a

few remarks on the question before the meeting, but
is there woro several speakers to follow him he should
refrain from any further address than that of simply

t tailing upon Mr. Hawkins to read the resolutions.
THB RI80LCTI0NB.

the,Kr"*t iMtiea. in reference to which parties
MW tunned aud raaiiaged, arise out of national au<f State

)m.~ 0ut "r raun,c|P«' affairs; and whereas city and

1.ug.Sg.TKf.?*?'.v'" c*"ad. presents a great mass of de-
tails asseutlslly ol the nature of business, which ¦.uirht tu
Mr conducted on business principles and not at all according
« the ways or in the int.rest of acy party; and Vberea.
ind 7l*rfh2* n'h. prjDClplu .und JuiHoe. it is right

!52 of experience it is well founded
ind essential that those wh» contribute all th<< monev to
.ay eityexpenses (rather tbnn those who, sharing all the
seneflt, contribute nothing In taxes) should have a uara-
muuut influence io determining the amount of the levy and

n ? S m»d«' «fthe money; always, however, leaving
the taxed and the untaxed with the same privileges as vot-

Lrr,'»;.v">;other "articular iu whlcn they have the same re-
.Hon*, and wnerens a long continued aud flagrant disregard
{. *heae fundamental truths has involved the city of New
lore in all the evil, of a crushing debt and a vicious and
feoble government; and whereas. In accordance with such
riows and pnrsuent to a Joint resolution of the Legislature
the Governor ol this State did. in May. 1X7.\ appoint a com-
nissluu ol twelve eminent citizen* to report.end they have
Irflf C |*mPrJv®^ method in city jrovertimeut, to be
acorporated into the State constitution, according to which

"l°d will have their Ju*t int\uencl Ilore
MMd, and whereby, iu other ways, honesty stability and

diorsfure
"* llkel'lo bo beUer ""ured i" our city affairs;

t,
''6,o|ved< That this meeting, convened without regard

to party or property, rsspectluily calls upon the Legislsturo
to take such prompt measures us will insure the passage at
'b'» *®tjlon ol the proper resolutions for Incorporating the
proposed amendment into thCcunstltutlon. And in view of
the vast Indebtedness, the alarming taxation and the d.s-

*n thr#*,teni»g condlllon of the affairs or litis
ojty generally, we aleo earnestly invoke the co-operation of
the member, from the country'in advancing X. reform

aseure them that It Is our deliberate conviction thut

S"T; ?.'" wl" hang over the l.e.t Interest, of th.whi?e
tttate so long as such a remedy shall not be provided for
the growing evil, or city government: and

proTlaea for

tJ *e .¦'...By <--«ll upon the members of the
Leirisliiture, unswerved by partisan solicitation or favorite

thls'rit'v ?r*2S2J"?ntll""e pend,u¥ measures of reform Tor

thim <urt« I..JT. language adequate land II not. put
crease ol thi cifv d»h? !<,ul4K,)ii i" *""" ">« needless in-
r. .

the city debt; to aholleh corrupt and vexatious
r,d.u.°" "aUr'es. whether Urge Sr small.toajurt

and endurable rate; to Impose a criminal responsibility
wb" »l,,1l,1 corruptly neglect to protect the citv

treasury, to give hiirhar gurautees for eiticioncv and
bouesty in doing the city work ; to cleau our fllthv streets

th«' ,wTl|P#m»#ke" U « >ar,t?' t",d tbel" t0 r('P»'r
I u,""l them sale; to relievo us of

a needless number o! olflccrs uud employee- to

anunstahit*1 no
more wholesome authority and re-

apdnsiblllty. and to confer upon thobo who pay ail the imxhh
Jo" »»d vlu.ary Influence over the me to bS mad"

a ? iu coh'r'hutlous, and thereby relieve this overtaxed
and Indignant community of burdens under which business
Upro.trat.andIs leaving us. Many men of property

nrou«lv,fcaneiH?H***d' .nd1m"ny """t ""d women without
property can flud no employment And whereat our iu-

.ffurV.'onnh.h°.U|rr ""ya"ke require the mo.t pe^lst.ut
effort, on behalf of the foregoing measures; tlieielore
Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting he rruuested

*?*<> ¦> " committee or fllteen. with uuwer In the
"

m-

Xan'i.l ,n"ireM* Su nomber to twenty-live, whose duty U
I»!i.!i? If *lr® expression to the spirit or this meeting In
support, of the aforesaid messurei now pending bufore the

iSfcXOZ!- *"i » »c« In old of the adoption of
sold amendment aud ol the constitution aud that tliev nra

S^?Jsitt». " »*° ?*" 'ur,,,er public meetings, aud to raise

l.0r^d"b.?.- * fund V tl,e expense »t spSkdlug coJmJt
££dSrIl5d amen5mVntP"°I> coave"'ln* *b° and

A LITTKK PRUM COlllTROLLKIt KBU.T.
Mr. Smith read the following letter, which he said

.ad been received irum Comptroller Kelly:.
FlNAMCE UtriSTSSST, )
GoarTnoLbau's Uvkick /

_
Citt or haw York, April 7, i«77

' (
CliARLII 8. Smith, l-sq.. Secretary or the Cummitt..
the New York Municipal Heform^SoeUty:- Loa""'Uea »'

Dmr SIR.I Itave considered the propriety of nccentlmr
your poilt. personal Invitation to eerve as oie ol

" c?
presidents ul the public meeting to be held under the >¦>...¦
ce. of the Municipal K.lorm Society at Chlcscrtng llaU is
evening, and conclude that 1 cannot do so consistently with
mvowu views upon the proposed objects orthe meeting und
tuerelore, respectfully deciiuo to act as vice prvslueiit on
that occasion. 1 do not wrsh to be ral.iinder.tood
?r ,,"''*rePr*"ented- Ihe call for the meeting is addreased
to ..the resident, uf the city of N.w York wno'areTn ^vor
.l raforin and retreuchmeni in the management or our

municipal government."
" * oi our

.'rbl»'. » xenvraj classlflc ;tlon which. I .oppose. Include,
all honest and well meaning men. among whom I desire to
be numbered. Ae good citterns, we all desire genuine re!
form :In the mtnagenient of public affairs fur tlso pub ic in-
terest. But we may honestly cntertaiu different view, of
the best way to attain It.

1

There is uo question of the purity of motive and .aruest-
nets c.r purpose of the dlstli.gulshed aud influential gentle-
n.-n who have signed thecal 1 to the proposed public meet-

,r,,!iid" "r municipal reform. I cordially agree
with these gentlemen In the urgent need ol municipal re-
lorui to rellevu our-great city ol the evils or burdensome
debt and taxation from which it now suffers so levwelJ
through past abuses ol corrupt and meddling legislation
and lucul mismanagement of Its aflalrs.

gisiasion

Aot one of tin-ill oan l>e disposed to go further or will

2h£, I !?I?*1 """. xlKorously and persistently
i d, ,7 1 . .Pr",no1" Be'iulne practical relorui. by a thor'
ou.h reorganiiatlon of our miiniedpai government which

Ite affairs* r""|M"m"jle *nd h">iest manugeaieut oi our pub-
obie<-«» »ro proposed in the call for the public

meeting;-
1. "r or the purpose of giving expression to such views na

mayteiiii to strengthen the resolution of tliu member* uf
the Legislature who are using llieir iollounou in tliu interest
of procuring the passage of me constitutional amendment*
recouiuiaiuied by the Municipul Commission," mid

2. "For the further purpose ol urging the pussuge of the
several reform nets now pending,"

I fully approve of the lirst object in so far ns it
will effect the preliminary legislation necessary to initi¬
ate munlciunl reform which will establish good local
government in our city upon a lirm and aluble basis,
properly protected ny constitutional restrictions and pu ir-
antees against pernicious luws and perpetual charter
tinkering. Slid secured also by responsible obligations ol all
public officers against extravagant ano traudulout adminis¬
tration. With this general object in view I am In hearty
eymuatby. The details and spcclUc provisions ol the con¬
stitutional amendments which should be adopted are
proper subjects lor mature consideration by those who cau
bring to the discussion ol them an intelligent comprehen¬
sion ol the true principles ol municipal government ami
practical experience of the administration ot local public
affairs. » L

I tuust dissent, however, . witff Rome iiualltlcatiou
Iroiu the second object proposed as the purpose
ol lite meeting, "of urging the uussageof the several iso
called) reform acts now pending."

It Is loo general III its scope and hear lug, and much more
harm than good may follow if no discrimination is made in

.111approving all pending legislation. All the bills now pend
lug in tho Legislature lire uul genuine "relorm nets," al¬
though that is the pretext for urging their passage. 'I here
are some llnancial measures on which i have been consulted.
Hint have personalis recommended, designed to repeal and
Correct the operation of existing provisions nf law wiucu
have beru pernicious in their effects, prevent Iraud and ex¬
travagance in the prosecuiion ot public works, mid. gener¬
ally, regulate all expenditures and expenses ol the city
government to reduce luxation and city debt There
other measures pending, on the practical opera¬
tion of which I li avu not be«n enlist: lied,
and which 1 cannot approve because fliey
do not, in my Judgment, tend to promote tliu public inter
esl», but will operate injuriously.

I do not wish to identity myself with a inovem ill which
may, through any misdirection or misapprehension, give
the support id popular appruvnl to legislation upou our oily
affairs, which, in the uaiun ol relorm. itiu v aphelion and jus¬
tify schenieaol personal interest and political Intrigue, and
which, in fact. Is only a perpetuation and repetition of tho
meddling legislation at Albany upon local utfairs, de¬
nounce* by the reform advocates as the source and cause uf
ml our iiiuuicipai mismanagement and mislortuncs, aud
wlileh they prupoau to correct by tha adoption ot the pro¬
posed constitutional airendinelits

I think, fur example, thai the provision which reorganises
the i oard of Commissioners ot tiio Milking Fund is an Miiwlsa
luuovatiun which is wholly uncalled lor. No complaiut is
made against the Boaru as now constituted, since the crea¬
tion of tho sinking lund lis hunts nave been held as sacred,
nud they have been administered with the most scrupulous
regard to the public weltare, by the highest officers oi tho
illy government, soma of whom nave been held In public
Isteem as sininunt sinnng our best citizens. I'ho fatthlul
Uncharge of the duties aud exercise of tho powers of llic
Making Fund Commission depend upou tlte character ol Its
members. If the highest ntHoeis ui the city government
cannot any longer lie confided in lor the discharge of these
(acred trusts, in which tile credit of the city is no deeply and
delicately concerned, then all confidence in public uiiihori-
lies had batter lie adamionad and some other system uf
management of public affairs be adoptud.
There are also great prsetieai objections to a ineasuro

which introduces netv and disturbing uleiueuts lato tho
management uf the i rusts and the performance of the dull s
conffned to the Binning Fund Commissioners. No iurii can
act as a Commissioner of the .winking Fund without being
ready at all limes to porlorm Its duties. The Board itsolt
does not meet often, but nearly every day tho official signa¬
tures ol Its mrmners are required lor the transaction of reg¬
ular public business conticeted with the Finance Depart¬
ment, wlu-ie any ileiay occasions both public and private
Injury. This alone I consider a sufficient reason to condemn
the amendment which introduces tliu element of three prl-
vate eltlseus to serve as public officers "without compensa¬
tion tor their services.' Who are the private geu-
tlemcn who will thus gratuitously devote their time and
telouta to the public interests only for the public goo iy
Uetierally. competent business men ore engaged in their
own affairs, and. whatever public spirit they may pusses*,
lew, if any, could be found »o entirely disinterested as to be
ready to savrillce thoir own business by attending laith
fully to the discharge uf the incessant unties demanded of
the Commissioner* of tho Sinking Fund. I lenr Hint hits-
MM metiVti sroald mere geuerniiy be suspected by the pub*

He Ila thou who were willing ». in lUllt
rsrugiiltlun vt dUDIntereaut davutlon io public interests.

Ilia »aoie objections opply with «uu«l. II not 'renter
fore, to tlie at... u lu.ent wtico introduce, three p'vute
cIIikciih to ««rve o» public >ftic«r» withtm^,^uui>«u»ntiou

«*». Boaru oi Estimate and Api^rtiomulfST
lb1ft u L>l'!n.l'l!r"Cl" h"D'' ","1 «'i«chi.»ou< In

InuIdbnU u"., a" ".«"« of .reform It eon be tn.ti-
"nljr by a selfuh ..r pol»|ic*l object Some Mursuus

tuny I'tTur It .liuo.ely. but they do ... Iguoreotlr.
J"'"'0"

DartiMr°rr i*vrhin'mL'"* U0W| reorganising the tie-
pHrtiiifn a wuitli inu> properly be pUced Id the »nme cate-

p"rftM lutrieee r2? ,""»ur*r' expedients. laiincd with

CtSi Ko^ »u!5l.f4Mr'.U,,t ««MilaU.n, »»u personal
cut, run,, IromWuU nXtf"*' pur,n*nonl br,"nt

I cttimot niter here into the detail. oT the.e to-culled re
form measures. I will r.l.r to uue. ,.ov. i l I. u?g?d
III the Iia.no ol roloirn autj relrencbineut. Itne.i.the
M l to reduce tbo salaris, », wru,n drier menu
&arie. ".7 U|,n "i^' « percenters ruu. o^n
...

1 ^Mla fj1 1*7*1 Tho central cuurvt? of
extravagance end execs lee expenditure, by the city
KDftrument under loraier udininUtrution i. made the corer
ofi»u onslaught upon the .ularie. ol the departiueul. lu-

?5?lU.ajm""r'lLi'1* r*'u,ni administration. .lute

the .aluii! of iti
' ^ hee" * reduction or

...t
or officers and employes of the city depart-

lucuta. nud retrouoliiueni generally in number, a. well as
compi'utiitiuii o11! inployea.
nt.w na'nininr?hlilUoDdtUI'Ju,llr *"UUIU<J «h»t the lalartr.
now paid In the ilepartiuent. are tliesmn* a. in the era of In-
Hatiou uud extrayagauce. This assumption too, UUcreuiu
the tueii .ho have been foremast in advouatlug retrench*
nival and municipal reform.

I lie laet I. that the selarira of the higliesl officers aud the
lows.I employes of the city gorernment which are not tixod

afty percent.
r0 'u<1 ,"lc<' la71 fro"' «w*nty-flro to

In my own department, for example. I find that my pre¬
decessor used the pruning knits of relortn with an uu.nur-
itig hand In rnuucluir anlnrina, mimI w©no rally the reduction
made by him luarun no margin for retrenchment in this
Hem of expendititro in the l-lnaiire Department without

lie servwnla, 'Rustics upon faithful and efficient pub-
I «in sure the eltisens of .New Vork do not cinlounJ parti,

mony w ith economy_ lit the administration ol the cltv gov-
eminent, and ttial they do not approve of reducing salaries
below u Just and fair compensation, anil below tbo siamlant
which is generally adopted in private business.

?ut l" b*- hcrsoual, but I could point to able ami
faithful public officers where there would be gross Injustice
in any reduction ol their salaries.

injustice

The pending salary bill to which I refer also execute front
Its operation the three Important city departments whose
expenses are mainly competed of salaries vis

w,lu*"

__ .... .
APruoruuTiog IK77.

1 lie Toiler Department tu urn

The l-Tre Department i '-chi .1711
The Hoardut Education a'&Sa'oUO

dn^cu".0 I,exl,r"1" n.° "h4"'"11 "Ton t'lie propriety of'any
ducllutt ol salaries In th so sxcopted departments 1 must
say that there should be no partial operation or a law uponthis question, and that no departntanl should be oxe.noted
Irura it. provisions. The special exemptiou of these de-

P-euon.ubr: ._p;»d""r b"i »«>« «*
jcctioiiable because their salaries wore hxed by I.°w and
have not beou reduced since IH7I Indeed, in one !tap«t-
incut a special law, passed at late as the year 1K7.I |u.
creased thesalaries of Its members about twenty per cent
i.

' ho pendlng Departiuentel .salary bill I. ol,o superfluous-
it conllicts with the provision of another bill that relegates
the Dowor lif HKillff aa urUa to Ik u j . .the power of 11Xing salaries to ih iXard ol Kstlmat?aod
^u!rauMttLnof,:.UJ,Jl.rPer l0C"' BUtU0rl,J to decld#

inrUatlan to

hnt'.hafihl. Iifl!1 11 uveuiug Will not he misconstrued,
hut th a they will bj properly atlributcd only to my desire
toavoldlu any munoorthe appearauce of giWng toy sa'tc-
5hl"tt" aU?i'.*0 C""^ .''8fori" >" aru now peuditig in
n? Hcglalaturo and do uot meet my approval, tliusby my

c2i"foJPtfVS an.dl,,t: ,O.,,,0 to their advo-

vorVtmlv .Mnr.
cubctmont. I have the honor to be,

Tory truly yours, JUHN KELLY.

. _
KtTos'a AUPKsan.

Mr. Dohman li. Kato.v mil thai the sentlmeot of
too rneouog wm that tho debt of tho city should not bo
intTwasod, and that the galurica of tbo oily olllcials

ajiould be reduced. It was tbo lact that ciiHtcns bad
stood by Willi folded bands and sceu themselves robbed.

tilt. SUTLSK'B SPKKCli.
Mr. William Allen Butler, a member of tho com mis-

¦Ion, urged the meeting to support the Woodtu ohur-
tor, the Omnibus hill and other bills that give ex¬
pression to ibo feeling ol the better class ol citizens
aud this support could be rendered by the meeting aivi
lug Its approval to those measures, l be speuaer con¬
cluded by commenting ou several ol tbo prominent
loaturos of the charter ol tbo coininliston.

*K. SIMON HTklS.X.
Mr. Simon Stbmv, also a member of the commission,

made a briel address aud susgesicd that there should
bo a board ol flnauce elected uy taxpayers.

srMKC'll or 8ECRKTARY kTARTa
Mr. Evsrts, on risiog, was received with thrcn

cheers, heartily given by tho uudionoe. He said ."Mr
Chairman, and gentlemen.During the souion ol tha
L°«'ria,Ur!'0P.t"e yoar 1876 Oovernor Tllden, In a wise
and thoughtful message, directed the attoutlon ol the
members of ihe l.cglslaturo and tbo community at
large, to ibo grave mischiefs which prevailed In the
nuiatclpal government both lu lis lortn sod lis admin¬
istration. Tho Logisluturo heartily responded to the
calm and wise reasoning of Governor Tllden, uud
readily empowered tho appointment by mm ol ¦
commission to consider this whole subject and lorm
sorao general scheme lor the improvement ol muni¬
cipal government which should have tho merit of sta¬
bility, of adequacy uud ol intelligence. In lormina
that commission the Governor selected men who
were well known at least lor oue thins.
that they were greatly Immersed in their own
allairs. When ho did me the honor to ask that I might
be uaraed us one ol ibem I lound no right in my ocou-
pation. to decline what he had so kindly oflerJd, and
what all my colleagues, having oquul demands upon
their private attention, have conceded. (Applause I
We naturally leel an Interest in the rosoll ol onr la¬
bors. I have not beard wbetbor entirely orcompieioly
the result ol this commission had satisfied the
designs ol the Governor In originating tta appoiutment
or not; but, It It Is, and 11 It shall meet the approval ol
tho people ol this Slate, it Is to Governor Tllden thov
are primarily Indebted lor It. (Appluuse.) Now, in
thu great city all are interested In its proaporiiy us
peace its Woaltb, its growth. H,U

.

does
not follow tbst becaoso ol tnat commou
Interest they can all be bent promoted
by all tbe people sboutlng ufonco, and every day
what they wisn to have done. Nor is it pi*s.ble
for the deliberate uud pre-eminent sense and patriot¬
ism cl tbe grout community to impress itself upon
tho every duy action ol us goverumeuL It is not bv
lermeut, by noise, by us growth in popular move¬
ments that thu popular will will be curried out. D |8
by orgiiiH/ution, wtjicti attrucm io ibo populur will
Its times, Its seasons, its methods ol expression aud
of execution that shall uccouinlisli that wilt, and thus
advance those interests ol prosperity, ui pence of
wea.tu and ol growth. This commission, acliug'on
the uuthorlty of tbe Legislature, prompted by the
Governor, have Intelligently, aud with such wisdom
us they possessed or could acquire with sucu
patience and prolouged attention as uro necessary to
select and discard, as well us to promote uud to pre¬
pare what will make it po-siblo thai, with the bo<i
reasonable expectations of success, that tbe troubled
sQuirs ol this city shall be, il not to-day or to-morrow
yt't within a reasonable process olactiou within a reu!
souable space of time, he reduced to order
to economy, to justice utid honor. [Applause I
H u devoted a groat deal ol inno to tho lunor lor we
have always giveu u considerable i-bnro of our Kmc to
those discussions nnd those examinations, and sat as a
commission, one hall ol the gentlemen acting with tho
republican and one hall acting with tbe democratic
paity. 1 must bo permitted to say, and be cutilirtucd
In my statement, that from beginning to end in
discussion or in conclusion, there was no discord
or dissent that could bo truced to political opinions'
(Applause.) Aud Will you not llnd In this lact some
persuasive, convincing lacts to your mind that in this
result which we propose there Is nothing that any
muu, republican or democratic, should recoil from or
reject upon party considcraiiou r (Applause) No- it
belongs to tbe lorco of puM.c uuty and ol public i-n'ori
which is com mini to all parties. It is the lorm or
governmeui under which parties may expect to do
every servico to tho community without which their
differences In municipal ufluirs would lie nothing but
nu occasion ol sirile, or mischief and InelUcioucy Now
the point was io secure that measure of stability in this
city ami al other Cll.eaof the 8tale-lor it was lilcuded
lor them all.that shall preserve us ironi tho inter-
meddling ol relormers and ol legislators, even il thev
were all honest in their pursues. We csunoi in tho
government ol great cities siund that Intlmiu progress
even toward perfection that consists In annoul
chaugos and lu monthly experlincnia (Ai.planso)
II we cannot devise Home means oy whicli
the law ol Cbrlstiatiisation cau bo discovered
aud udbereil io we cunuot exoect a growth of
municipal rclorm upon tbe lucre casual and tempo-
rury adoption of ibis or that measure before tbe pro-
pie or bolore the Legislature. I'be ilrst groat beneUt.
then to be expected irom the adoption of this scheme,
hi! .V lkepaiates us at onct* iront
that continual change of persons which makes any

iiop<*»i'iblePe,m"n*llt *°d U*°"" "dm""»l,"«Dou utterly
WHAT 18 PA Hi TO THK COM MISSION.

And is ii not luir lor us. who imvo ueied in this
public sol vice iiuo given this community testimony
snipped ol nil distinctions of pnrty iu the advice thai
we gave.is it uot lair to us that, In rejecting our
work, we should meet not luerojy adverse criticism
but au honest ulid deliberate proposition Irom snuio
quarter of abetter and inoro promising method tliuu
our owu ? (Applause. J Is there any diltaroneo of
opinion in this meeting, in tills city, in this Stats, on
the question ol whether great mischiols exist, and
whether even the permanency ol ibo interests ol so¬
ciety and ol property are uot at stake ,n finding
nunc modo of repressing tl.ein? !s it uot
fiur, then, and honest to tbo people of the
Hiuls.to thu lain.ring class, upon whom rests
III Ilia laxl instance nil thesu oppressions
of taxation uud bad government.Is it not luir in them
that tlio critic ol this measuro should have anmu re¬
sponsible proposition to niuke to thorn lo rescue
them irom their suirerings and their disgracef
(AppiautO.) Another oriiicipiil advantage thul
wo gulu Is iu rescuiug tho legislature of
tlio Statu Irom tlio ouoriuous consumption of time
unit Hie enormous Itmpuunns to virtue.(luuaUtci j.
that glows out of thu aiiuuil crop ol city legislation.
Uns hundred and twenty-one hills (introduced this ros-
sion) In the face of a peim.ineiil measure like our owu
that is to cut ihom oil iu latum li It bo it recoguition
that Hits is the usi year thul ibltcropis to thrive in this
community It Is a tribute to our work. (Appluuso.) Hut
look at Hits serious eucrouchmuuts upou tlio rights ot
general legislation, and of the people who do not
Iivj In cities.do not live in this city wlnn
one hundred and tweiity-oue bills slid I ven¬
ture to say as many, at least, us fifty us sixty uuys
out of the 100 or lift) ol the whole period ol the Legisla¬
ture 13 dovolod to thorn. Why, gcnlHtmau, ilia
Mate might have the sessions ol the l.ogls.s-
ture rouue. d to one-half the period, and tuu
members ol the Logiuluiure would when uoauracied
to those great pun us by iho toils una temptations ol
cilv legislation. gradually resume Iheir old dignity and
power among tbeir lellow-oitixsus us concerned with
measures llmt belonged lo amplification ol commnroe,
to promotion ol industry, to the protection und ad¬
vancement of liberty, ol eduration, ol all the meant
that make a community greater always and boiler,
instead ol this perpetual controversy about the wages
ol Aldorinul), Hie salaries ol olllcu-holders and tuu
methods by which olllces aro to ho Oiled. (Applause.)
We have oudouvored also lo lay down In the constitu¬
tion ol tho Slate what la laid down n the constitution
ol inuu ss gathered in socioty .that unlimited uud ir¬
responsible debt created bv those who do liot puy it is
ruin In advance. (Applause.)

PCIIUCITY AX O LIAHII.ITY.
This Is tbe second feature of this reform.that debt

¦ball not b« contracted under any pretence except (or
disclosed purpoee* aud with provisions lor IU pay¬
ment, and tbat lu all propor deliberations and delor-
lulnattoua whicb tlx the occaalonand the ground* upon
which oxpoudttarea are to be made there shall bo
preaunt that responsibility and that laiuil-
larily with tho connection belweeu prom¬
ises to pay and their payment that shall
givo ua aome warrant that there will be diecrellou in
tho lint alcpa ol dobt. (Applause.) Now, it baa
been auppoaed.and the gentlemen that buvo ad-
drosred you have succcsstully mot thu objection .it
boa been auppoaed thnt In Hie nrrungomenl by which
the lloard ol Kinauco fllled.by tho election of
a large body ol voiera Irom the people
ol tho -State has (or the basis ol suflrago tho payment
ol taxes or tho payment of rent.u lu some degree a
departure Iroiu the priuiury priueipiea ol our govern-
mem. A liitlo consideration will (how that this ia
not so. All through tho lA'gisiaturo ol tho State
It has becu the babil lu Dndlng the small
municipalities a representative govorment.X
mean a representative in distinction Irom
ibu primary town meeting, in wbicb every man votes
as a oiti/i'U.votes on measures, votes on taxes, votes
on road.*, votes on schools, votes ou admin¬
istration of government.and when you depart
Irom that lu tho necessities ol accumulation
or population that lorblds It and you Intro¬
duce representation, what do we do but provide thul
whereas in thu villago churlera the method nud boon
to give tho general suflruge in the administration ol
tho affairs of the villlagc, and yet when you coinu to
tho exjieuditurea you took a vote or the taxpayers?
What do we do in our scliome but goueralue that in iho
only way in which it can be made applicable to the
structure of the government ol a great cityr You
could not be calleu together every uiuulb, every week,
overy day In New York.aud relauvely sucu dltllcul-
ties will oxist in every otliur great city of tne State .
to pess iu your capacities as taxpayers, to pass upon
the grounds sud extent ol appropriations.
Hut wo liuve endeavored to lolluw llio
method and the example ol Slate legislation, which
Is accorded to the laxpuyors ol luo villages upon Iho
lulr*quctit occasions upon which they uvea to bo con¬
sulted, to tollow that aud thou generalise it; then get-
Hug you to moot as taxpayers, suvor it Iroiu
Statu nod from national elections and devolve
this taxpayers' vote by n Board u! Kin-
unco tiiui shall represent ine taxpayers
In ibe geueral disposition ol thuao question* of
Unsuoe, It homg Impossible to appeal to Ibeiu in tuotr
|irunary itud tnulliplox capacity aa taxpayers. Is tbat
departure Irom tho primary principle, or ia it adher¬
ing to the principle, inuking it compatible
with the principle of application, wlncli is
reasonable, which Is possible r (Applause.)

CRITICISM AND VAULT VI Mil SO.
But do not conlluo yourseivos to fault finding and

criticising ibis measure. Kuu over Ibo meaeuru of un-
proveineula that the last thirty years bus sbowu.
I'oint out tne one wbicb has beou cucoeksful ana wbut
qualities It contains wbiob will Jusiily its subatitution
lor the ono wo proposu. Ho not sstisly your¬
selves with saying, "We would prolor not to
have rocourHo to this system of raodlllcution."
What will you do in Its placer Is it lorgoiten that
under the methods that nave huborto prevailed
$50,000,000 huvo boon sloleu, for which no equivalent
of public service wliutrver has been given 10 thu people!*
Throe million dollars a your ol taxation forovqraud tor-
over is the measure ol the weight ol tbo yoke thul has
been imposed upon the laborlugclasses ol ihiscily by tbe
clioson idols who robbed tboui. (Applause.) Shull wo
have another idolatry lor tho purpose or auotber rob¬
bery unit ibat we may bear, like tbo ass that Kxekial
was compared to, that we may bo bowed down be¬
tween two burdens instead of ono? (Applause.) Give
Ibeu ibis a candid, give it an intelligent, give It un hon¬
est scrutiny, and unless you can say lo tbo puoplo
tbat there Is soino vico In it Ibul threatens
tnlscblei, unless you cuii ssy "Hero is u bottor and an
easier plan," do not, I beseech you, do not in a
mere spirit ot cavil reject toe bouest effort to redress
intolerable mischiels aud dlsgrnce thai can bo boruo no
longer. (Appluuso.) Kvcry cltort has becu made to
improve upon the methods ol local sell-governmoul
that have hitherto been tiled lor cities by legisla¬
tive intervention. Our scheme is a sincere attempt
to put tho methods of local soli-guvcrumeut in this
community Into a schema that shall cure these local
mischleis bv local control, that shall preaervo a con¬
tinuous and quiet operation ol fundamental remedial
agencies to work out gradually an emancipation ol this
people Irom tbo mischiefs and operations which their
own ovils, if you please, have involved them la.

CORRUPT IXPI.UIXCKH.
I,et ua then, wbeu we are declaring so vehemently

In luror ol local self-govornment, and when we uro
deprccuiing so lorolbly tho management of our affairs
at Albauy, let us propose a schema by wbtcli this local
self-government shall uot bo under such steady
and conservative local Influence, as wo shall
bo tree from the Influence which buvo here¬
tofore flowod Irom local soil-government and
bavo needed to bo cured by Intervention
front tbo Legislature. And now, gentlemen, these
form tbo grnveat questions that any community can
be called upon to nlscuse. We inay have greater
stukes ou the nalloual aud -State clectlous. but
there is no clearer, no deeper, no wider, no
moro permanent or universal interest in ibis
country than tbat wbicn concentrates the at¬
tention of tbo communities ot ull tho (Hates
upon the problem which you aro now coutemplaticg
aud are to decide. (Applause.) New York, as a ciiy,
Is pre-eminent In tbe eyes 01 all this nation. Your evil
courses bave led city alter city and State alter State in
the same downward cburso wbicb has brought you to
tbe verge ol ruin. Your courage, your patriotism,
your energy, your ttdaltty, now to lie shown iu re¬
dressing tiieso evils-in reconstructing your credit,
your huuor, your pros|>ority.is to bo loiiowcd all
over tbe nation In tbo rouovotlou of ibeir municipal
affairs. (Applause.)
Tbo resolutions were then put and carried, after

which tbe meeting udjouroed.

A GYPSY PHILOSOPHER.

LOUTY SENTIMENTS FOUND IN A PEISONEB's
PAPEK8.

A fairly dressed man ot about tbirty-flvo years of
age, with a piercing black eye and restless manusr,
called Into tbe leulher and findings store of William U.
Burtnett At Son, Xa 57 Kulion street, yesterday, und
asked to see some samples of bristles. Some wero
shown him aud tbo prices given, and he loll tbo storo

apparently satisfied. Soon afterward ho returned with
a written order Iroin K. Godfrey Ac Sou, culling for ten

pounds of tho hriatlea, at $8 50 per pound, the samo lo
bo charged lo their account, Tho inan volunteered to
carrv two pounds with him, saying thu remaining eight
could be seul around uuy time.

Air. Bunnell's suspicions were aroused and ho de¬
termined to ascertain whether tbo order was gonuiuc.
To that cud be told tbo man to call again in about an

hour, when tbo goods would be foady lor delivery.
Wbeu tbe strauger left tbe store Air. Burtnett
despatched his mosscnger to K. Godfrey Ac Sou with
the order and hurried out to follow tbe tnan. He
traced him through William into Beekm.m street and
Into a store. Returning lo bis place of business he
learned Irom tho messenger that the order was a

forgery. Then ho went In search of the man, aud,
meeting him at tbo corner of lteekmau and Willuui
street, took blm into custody.
The man showed signs of resistance, but on Air.

Burtnett threatening to call tho police ho agreed to go
quietly along. As Ibey wure proceeding down Kulion
street the prisoner suddenly turned upon isIm custodian
and endeavored lo throw bllli, but Ins movemenu wore
too slow (or success. Ou noiug brought into tti« erllce
ol K. Godfrey At Sou ibe prisoner look u bunalo of
papers Irom bis pocket aud rushed lo the
siuvo to throw them in lha Arc, but Air.
Burtuutt grasped lum and prevented tho act,
whereupon bo bccamo furious aud threatened to
shoot Air. Bunnell. At this juncture Otllcor
Jonustoue, of lUe Kourth precinct, was i-nllcd lu and
the inuu was given luio his custody. Ha was taken to
llio tombs Police Court ovfortt JuhIIco Hammer, und
other complainunls wero soon ul hand who lesiilied to
prcvioua acts ol the same character on Ins pari. The
pnsouer gave his nunte as Wlllmm Livinastoua He
said lie was formerly a merchant, but lately bud not
been lu business. 1

a lovkk or i'iui.oaoi>ur.
On-Llvlugstono's person were louud several sheets

of loo.acap, on which were written extract* Irum well
known author* in both prone uud verse, together with
mw wftMMWii wruwgin nmunm rue laiiov-
log uro curious n* showing the bcotot the tuan'a unnii.
In a neat handwriting were these words:.
"Vice U only laziness, and law breaking un aticu.pl

to (lodge the law oi labor. "
"1 lio eluol cause ol crnno la the detiro to obtain a

living by notna eaaler means lhau lioucil toil."
On another sheet was written:.
.'Ala*, how easy are scruples removed when we want

money! How many are there w n«> in a male ol pros-
per ity and allluence, when uot tried by temptation,
would liuvo blushed at the bare idea ol a dishonest
action, have ruised and held up tlieir band in uohor-
rcncc when they have heard ihul olberu have been
lound guilty, and yet wbeu iu adversity have lueiusolve*
Committed me very acts winch bulore iney so loudly
condemned. How many of the other sex who huvo
expressed their indlguatlon and contempt at those who
have lalleli when leiupled have lulled themselves. I.et
us therefore lie charitable. None ol us cun tell to
whut we may bo reduced uy circumstances, ami, while
wo acknowledge that the error is ureal, let us leol sor¬
row iiud pity rather th.iu indiguallou, and pray mat
we also may not bo led into temptation."

IXTKKKHTIXO lO OVPSIK*.
On another side was written the lollowlux:.
..Wu gvpsiea are represented as the outcasts of so¬

ciety Wo are accused ol muruer, melt uud violence,
l'liut it is so is true, hut who is It that has inuue us so?
W u have no home save me dark and dreary lorusia in
which wu lurk nnd v*here wo ar* hunted down like
wild beasiv. II we ask lor loot wo are answered with
stones. 11 wo show our»olves in lurgo cities and aeek
to earn en Uoucsi livelihood wo uro cast in }ail to rot.
It wo perish Irom cold and want uro are even denied a
buriul pluce. Wrong breed* wroug and blood seeks
blood, mviiizod mar. Ima made us savage* and in our
savugc iury wo rc<pnlo bis iniquity.''

1 heru are numerous other writing*, moatly ol the
same character, some bowaillng the inconaitiency ol
woiniu; other* the liarshties* and injustice of man.
A lew original verses well cotnposod were dedicated
"to my mother.' I hey spoke ol iho tender alfectioa
the author hud lor his mother. When spoken to on
the subject ol the writings iho prisoner became very
reticent, saying simply"I have nothing to s*y lurther
than that 1 am not guilty." Iho extract aooul the
gypsies lead the police to believe mat be 1* a gypsy
by birth and Ins dark complexion and restless manner
would seem to indicate the same, lie declined to give
any explanation about Ilia writing*, and wu* held in
*1,600 bail

What Benjamin F. Butler Knows About
llayes' Southern Poiicy.

PECULIAR TACTICS.

Ben's Idea of a Political
Sermon.

The Louisiana Commission
Hearing Evidence.

. [»T TAU.GUA1'U TO TUX -lUUtAM).]
Wasiunutox, April T, 187T.

Genera! B. V, Butler has beou In the city lor the last
two weeks, attending to business In the local courts

ar.il bcloro tho deportments. Kor suuie days past tlioro
has bcou a rumor that he anil Senator Uloiue bavo
agreed to lorgivu and lorgot their oidtlinu battles,
political auiuioslty and bittornes", nod the ouo in the
Soiiato und tho other in the House lead tho
radical republican revolt against the jiolicy of
the kdmlnislruiion in regard to tho Southoru Mules.
A representative or Ibo Hkkald culled upon General
Bulicr last evening, when tho Massachusetts slates,
man gave some ol his ideas on the political situation,
lu reply to tho inquiry what ho thought of the policy
ol conciliation und pacitlcallon be said, with the most
transparent Irony"1 am as happy as I can be. We
are all happy. The wliolo country Is happy. W o

bavo all been waiting a long lltno for the
blessed consummation that has come to ua

under this now political dispensation.-tho political
willenuluD). God moves In a mysterious way hit won'
ders to perform. All our quarrelling and bickering,
the strife botweon tho suctions, are at an end; In truth,
tho lion end tho lamb are lying dowu logotbor, and
(glancing In what to the Hkkalp representative
seomed the direction of the Executive mansion) tho
little child la leading iboui. All our political
disputes, contests and rivalries are over now and
Ihoro never was such a blessed oondltlon of aCslrs."

Alter a lew minutes' puuse and aoiue vigorous
puffs ol bis alter dinner cigar Ganeral Butler said:.
"Would you llko to hear (roiu tho Bible a dellultiou
ot this Louisiana coin mission business?" Laying down
bin cigar the General toifft Irotn a email bookcaso
near his desk an edition of the Bible, and, alter
tumbling over It lor some luuo, read, with un inde¬
scribably numerous facial expression, the lollowing:.
And unto tho auiei ol ibo church ol tho Laodicouus

write; These tilings sailli the Aineu, the fuitblul und
true witness, tho oegiuniug ol tho creation of God.

1 know thy works, iliul thou art neither cold nor
hot. 1 would thou wert cold or hot. So thou be¬
cause thou art lukewarm nnd neither cold nor hot, 1
will spue thee-uut ol my mouth.
"How I should like," said he, "to preach a sermon

on that text as applied to ibo admiulstratlou In l'arson
Newman's oliarch." He continued, "You read tho
resolutions ol the New England Methodist Conlcronco
a fow duvs ugo? Those ministers represent the seull-
ineuta of the Now England Methodists. Every one of
them is a republican. Tbo old tasbloned republicans
or New England bollove lu precisely that dootrino, no

matter what you nowspapors may say."
At this point the Hkkald representative made in¬

quiry, "General, shall we consider all tble as lor the
public?
He replied, "I do not care whether you print It or

not. I am not talking treason, and 1 do not Intend to
talk treason. The Hkkald Is welcomo to make any use

It pleases of my ideas."
"Wbat do you think will be tho end ot the polloy of

the administration ?"
"Well," said ho. "all oar political history teacbea

ono lesson, whlct^ Is this.Compromises have never

won; on tho contrary, they have always fulled and de¬
stroyed the mou who made them. Compromises ralnod
Clay and Tyler. Ihoy have ruined parties. Will tho
present com "rousts© be an exception ? That is the
question. What Is the situation? Mr. Hayes Is tbo
tlrst l'rosideut who has not brought In the beginning
of his administration a House of Hepresonutivcs with
hun. Graut did it. Tho lolly of tho Southern leaders

guvo Lincoln a majority In 1SU1, and so ail tbo way
back without. 1 believe, an exception. Hut the next
llouto Is against the President. ''

"How about the senate.wbat Is the majority there?"
1 asked.

"Louisiana and Month Carolina will in a short tlmo
make the division of parties there so close that no one

can tell what will happen. Mbaron will be abseut
ibree-tourths ol tbo lime looking after his silver
mines, und while he, and others, possibly, aro absent
what becomes of tbo adminlstrailoa, unless wo aro to
bavo. ta wo havo now, the Hon and the lamb
business?"
"Hut," said I, "how about organising the next

House on tho administration plan ?"
General Butlor Inughod a long, loud, hearty laugh.
"Then you bnvo lltllo faith in the movement to

tnnko General Gurtluld or some other administration
leader Speaker ?"
Maid llutler:."Wo shall see. General Garllctd is a

wormy gentleman. Jlo would gruoe any position, und
especially the Speaker's chair.that Is, if he could be
elected. Being en Ohio man, 1 do uot know but that
be ought to bo elected. They bad such a 'heil-tlrcd'
majority out there In the last election ibut Ihoy ought
lu gel Whatever Ibey want. I do not know but Ibal it
would bu i good Idea to givo every man of tho inajurlty
an oilier."
Going back lo the Louisiana contest, General Butler

¦aid:."President llayes eviduully does not Know what
in.inner of man l'uckurd is. He hud bolter suud for
hltn and see liuw ho compares with I lain qt on. His
letter to Mr. Hayes yesterday morning is exceedingly
able.ouo of tne bust things the newspaper types huvo
set up lor nutue time."

'.Bid lie write It ?"
'.1 think ho did. He la a very strong man. He does

not like me, but 1 concede bis ab'luy. We differod
four years ago on this Louisiana businoas. Then I
was opposed to Burell and his midnight order, and
thought thorn should bu a new election. 1 loresaw
some such trouble as has come upon us, und 1 did alt I
could lo pievcntll. 1 was defeated and it liss come.

How we shall get out of it tbo luture only can tell"

LOUISIANA.
PRESIDENT BATES' COMMISSION.HEARING TBE

STATEMENTS OK THE RIVAL STATE ADMINIS¬

TRATION'S.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO TBE HERALD.]
New Orlkaju, April 7, 1877.

Tlio commission commenced lis sessions today, nit-
line In parlor D, SL Charles Hotel. Early in the day
they were walled upon by a uoinniiltos appointed by
the NicboIlM Legislature, to furulali litem with all In*
formation desired. It la understood tbal the latter
uudo u full alnlomcnl ol Governor Nlcbolla' ia'c, and,
beloro retiring, wore requested to lurutsii tlio com-

mission by Monday with certain data supporting the
representations made, among others a detailed state¬
ment ol ma various State officers and districts of
country nt present owning allegianco to the Mcbolle
government.

IMI.KIINT RBfKKSUNTATIVKit

About ono 1'. M. three ol Packard's Supremo Court
Judges wcru recotvcd, who laid a statement or their
case beloro the commission. Oh rotirtag a mcaeenger
was sent Inviting a similar delegation from the
Ntcholls bench to un interview, which Was subse¬
quently hold, ana about Ave o'clock tho commission
adjourned over until Monday.

a SCaKCU FOR TRt.'TII.
The aossione are condueted with cloeed doors, and

tbo members of tbe corn mission are very reticent
with regard to tboir plans or purposes, instating that
their mission le only In search ol iniorniation.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
GOVERNOR CBAMIIKBLAIN'm FUTURE POLICT NOT

DECIDED.
CoLl'MHtA, April 7, 1877.

Governor Chamberlain was Interviewed uu his ar¬

rival hero to-day us to bis intentions lor the luturn.
lie said he cared not to elate details, as he bad not
time to consldor them, but thai m general be did not
regard the withdrawal ol the troops as at-
lectmg his lsgal rights, whslevsr effect it

might Uavo oo bis practical ability to

mamlsiB tbsin. He said it eoiiW probably be his duty
to bold Uis omos until removed irom it by lores. in
answer to an inquiry as to bis course II llatuplon
should convene the I.eglslutijre immediately, be said
be could not now determine that. He could only say
that be intended to pursue a course consistent wilb a

linn belief in the justice of bis position ®*u*ei
without regard to personal consequences.

WASHINGTON.
GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

Wasuixotox, April 7, 1877.
PRESIDENT HATES RECEIVES A MEMORIAL IROM

A QUAKER COMMITTEE.THE INDIANS AND

SOUTHERN EDUCATION.
The memorial presented to tho President yesterday

by the Associated Executive Committee on Indian
Affairs of the Orthodox Krtcnds, reviews the woik
within tbo Central Superintendeucy, which embraces
twenty-six tribes and portions of tribes, aud a total
population of about lUteeu thousand live hundred
Indians. Irom partially civilized to iho wildcat
aud most Intractable. They !ecl ralislled
that tbo wont ol civilising the savages is

progressing steadily und surely. 1 hey urge
the necessity lor tho establishment of civil law and
tribunals ol justice witlilu the Indian lerritory. Iney
earnestly urge the payment to ugouts ol uu adequate
liviug salary, such as would justify competent men to

Accept uud roiaiu tbo ageucics. The address concludes
as follows:.
"We have faith in the luturo, noil, looking to our

rather in Heaven, witu our earee-t oxertiuus we

believe that in a lew years ull the tribes under our

care will cease to be a source of trouble to tbo govern¬
ment, and that in due ttinu tbey ai.iy bo converted
Into uselut citizens ol the couutry. Earnestly desiring |
thai (tod tnuy itnbuo thoo with the wisdom which Jcomes from ubovo, and give tlioo strength lor ull tho j
duties which dovolve upou thee, and assuring tlioo ot
our living sympathy and prayer, wo aro thy fi lends."

President Hayes liaioued attentively to tho uddrees,
and In reply stated that in the briel period of Ins ad¬
ministration he hud not had lime to look fully luto the
Indian quostion, but bo bud every ooulldcuco in the
proseut policy of tbo gorernmeut. Tbero wore points
lu tho address which needed legislation; Uiey wcro

important and mot his views. Ho would look lorward
with interest to the continuance of the work ol llio
Friends among tbo Indians. He was pleased at meet¬

ing the geullvmon comprising tho committee, uud con¬

curred with iheiu that the salaries of agents should bo
Increased.

Mr. F. T. King, on behair of tho Friends present,
representing tho Stales of Marylaud, V trginia, North
Carolina and Tennessoe. called tho attention or tho
President to tho subject ol general education in tho
South, as relorred to lu tho Proildeut's inuugurul ad-
dress, aud Irom which ho read. Tbo Frienus, Mr.
King sold, huve had a lurgo cxpcrlonco In oducation In
the South siuce tno war, and no part ol tho President's
Inaugural address would bo mora favorably received
by tho Soulboro people. In North Carolina aud Ten¬
nessee they established a groat many schools for
while and colored people, and had spent $130,000 lor
such, which were now soil sustaining.

President Hayes said be acknowledged the Import¬
ance or general oJucutlon, aud thai ho appreciated the
difficulties In tho way el establishing a gouoral school
system where uune existed. It should bo a State in¬

stitution, but the general government should render
all the aid It could legally. Nothing gave him more

pleasure than to contribute as far as possible iu Ills
power to further und olovuto tbo blessing of education
In tho South, where they had been put buck by tho
wur, Alio loss of their echool lunds, uud the general
derangement or their finances. He bcllevod there was

no greater guaranlco for the advancement and preser¬
vation ol the country than tho intelligence ol lior peo¬
ple. The subject should receive his attention.
When tho President's secretary announced to the

President that a delegation of Frlonds desire! to see

hliu lie replied that It would give bun great pleasure
to meet them as ho knew they did not wunt offices.
Before visiting the President the committee spent
some two hours with Commissioner Smith, talking
over tho general subjoct ol Indian affairs, especially
tho extension of civil law over tho Indian country.
ARRANGEMENTS FOB CARRYING THE MAILS-

BIDS PUT FOB THE WORK.
The Post Office Department to-day dclermlnod to

establish another means ol mail communication with
tho Black llllls couutry, namely, by tho roulo from
Bismarck, the present terminus of the Northern Pactdo
Railroad, to Doadwood. a distance of ubout two hun¬
dred and Ulty rciles. The department will receive

private proposals until tho ffdlh Risk lor tho
performance or tn-weckly service over this roulo, to
cotiliouo until September 30. ou a temporary contract.

Proposals for permanent service subsequent to that
date will bo formally advertised lor Id duo lime, but it
Is desired to mako iho temporary provision above
indicated with tho least posslblo delay. Bids lor tho
pcrtormanco of mall, ..messenger" and ..station" ser¬

vice at New York, Boston ani Philadelphia,
and for messenger service at Bullluioro und
Washington, were opened by tho Sccoud As¬
sistant Postmaster (iouornl this ulternoon, and
tbo awards will bo niado (alter tbo necessary
examination, In cotnpliauco with the prescribed
forms. Ac.), on Monday. The bids rocotved for tho

messenger service or New York city, ere us follows:.
G. K. Otis, $67,000 ; S. M. Hoyl, $03,737; New York
Translar Company. $74,430. For the Now York station
service the bids are:."lis, $14,000; H«yt, $17,303, uud
New York Transfer Company, $16,084. Tho bids lor
tho Philadelphia messenger service are:.'T. Gannon,
$13,300; Union Transfer Company, $13,060; S. N.
Iloyt, $10,363. For Iho Philadelphia station service,
1). Campbell puts in tho lowest bid nl $3,460, und
W. B. Courtray bids $3,645. The proposals lor
performing tho messenger scrvlco at Boston aro

quilo numerous, ranging Irom $17,303 to $11,446,
North & Foster being tho lowest Didders. L. II. Morris
Is the lowest bidder lor the Boston station service at

$4,750. The bids for the llsltunoro messenger service

are as follows:."wings A Horsey, $5,3s7; S. I». Cns-
Daman, $6,737; Gregor A McLaughlin, $6,870; Union
Transfer Cvinpaoy ol'Philadelphia, $7.4lUk "wings A
Horsey «ro also tho lowest bidders for tbo Washington
messenger servico at $3,040.
HfcTUKNi HMKNT IN UNITED STATES COURTS.
A circular letter has been a<l<lreused 10 the I'nltcd

Stalea district attorneys by the Attorney General, In
wtiicb lie soys be Uik!h tbat the appropriations for the
expenses of tbe lulled States courts lor tbls lineal year
is rapidly approaching exhaustion, and that Congress
denied all the applications that wore tnudo by bis

predecessor lor aa increased sum to bear these ex¬

penses. "The duty Is thus forced upon the olllcers of
tbls department to retrench all possible expenses. To
a great exicul the attorneys ol the I'nltod States aro

rcaponslbla lor tho expenses Incurred, and naturally
tno call Is mado upon them to stop all expenses that
can with propriety be stopped. There is nearly u lull
quarter of the fiscal year yet to run, during which
tune expenses mum be kept to a minimum poini. I
hope to have your boarty co-operation iu this work."

HOW WADE WON THE IIEIRE8S.
VIlas Clara Taylor, daughter of tbo late William Tay.

lor, a wealthy tinsmith, who resided at No. 164 Bed¬
ford avenue, and ail beiress In bur own right of
$100,000, has caused a flutter ol excitement In
Urhiooablo circles by leaving tier betrothed, Mr. A.
Stewart Koss, a lawyer of this city, her home and her
mother aud marrying a young man named Matter
Wane.
Hie bappy groom, who was librarian of a Congrega¬

tional Sunday mi boot aud a manufacturer ol flavoring
extract*, niu.ie Mian luylor's acquaintance through a
sidewalk flirtation, ami lie being ol liuo presence and
gilted with attractive manners, won tbe nltectiuiis of
tno ladv and persuaded tier to marry him. Sho ac¬
companied huii to the house ol one ol Ins relatives,
the ceremony was ocrlortiied aud they departed for
Philadelphia, but caused a notice ol the wedding to b«
advertised III a Brooklyn paper a day or two ago.
on this clew the family Inwver, Mr. I'.
Jackson, ol No. 46 llroaoway, Williamsburg,
visited Philadelphia, and on Friday untamed
Irom tbo newly wedded couple a stipulation
that tbe principal ol ber lortune should remain lutact
lor the beiiellt ol her children, reserving to themselves
only the interest. Mrs. Taylor has been ao shocked by
the elopement ol her daughter that alio has decided to
leave tVilltamahurg, aud lor that purpose the elogant
mansion and all Its contents will ho mM at auction oh
Tuesday next. Mr. Koss is also tulTering deeply at tho
troatinunt bo tbua received irom the lair, but to biiu
false young lady.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Tbs Bureau of Vital Mtaiisllca report daring the last
week 482 deaths, is; wrp«, iig marrlagoa and 40 still
births

THE RUSSIANS: EASTER
Imposing Religious Services

cn the Svetlana.

THE MIDNIGHT MASS.

A Brilliant Procession and Easter
Rejoicings.

At ba1f-p*al uvio o'clock yesterday morning the
wniie (lag with the red cro<i wu broken from the top
of the tnainmasfcof the Iluttlau llagshlp Svctlaua, and
the aolemn aervlco In memory ol the burial of Um
Saviour begun on the gun dock of the frigate. The
servico wus said by Father I'aboine In front of the

representation of Christ In tno acpulcttre, which bad
been placed ou the alaud to tho left aide of
the picture or SL Nicholas during tho serviced
or the day before. There wore prosunt Admiral
Iioutakott, Captain the Grand Duke Alexis, Sub.
Lieutenant tho Grand Duke Constantino, liaron
Schilling, Captain Novuasilsky, Dr. Coudrino and
the other olllcera of the tlagauip. All wero lu half full
drees, with epaulettes, and woro tbolr vurioua orders.
Helmut ware rauged the petty officers and the crow.

TIIX HOLKMX rROCMSSIO.N.

After the service, which consisted of tho chanting
ol various prayers uud the reading of the evaugulisi's
narration of lite burial ol tbo Saviour, the head ol the

procession was loruied in tho lollowiug manner:.The
same gentlemen who had outdated in a similar nianuar

at the service ol tbo day before.namely, Admiral
liuutakolf, Captain the Grand Duke Alexis, Sub¬
lieutenant tbo Grand Duke Coustautino and Fleet
Surgeou Dr. Coudruie .advunced and raised up
troiu too stund the representation ol Christ in tbo
sepulchre. Tbo holy lather, clad in black vestments,
then nlaced bimscll under tbo picture, wnich
the bearers raised ubovo his tieud. lu his bands bu
curried the Holy Kvauguls. Cuptuiu Novuasilsky, ex¬
ecutive olhuor of llie ship, placed himsell iu I rout,
currying u lighted candle. Iteniud liuu w.ro two
sailor boys bearing silver catiulesticus. All uroiind
tbu gun deck, next to the sides ol the ship, were ranged
sailers, each holdtug u lighted taper in his right bund,
llio procession then passed along the starboard side
ol llio ship, ull bearlug lighted tapers, as lollowa:.
First oaiue Cuptalu Novos-ilskv, belund hi in the two
sudor boys bearing the silver cuiidlosllck*. .Next cm mo
tbo sudor choir, oacb holding u taper, chantlug dirges.
Theu came the holy picture, with ua ricn liangings of
red voivA and bullionud irluge, aupportvd over tho
olllciaiuig priest by mo lour officer* llio riolllciaiuig priest by tne lour officer*, t ho right baud
corner iu front was borno by dub-Lieuiuiiunt tho
Graud Duko Coustuntlue. At tho left, in from, wu«
Dr. Couobrlnu Tno right hand corner behind was
supported by Captain the Graud Duko Alexis, while
Admiral Boutukolt was at tho tell. Then came the
nlUcers in u body, eucn bearing a luper, and matting a

fine uppuurniicu in their rich uuiforin, with their Ureuslt
glittering with'.lie crosses ol various order* Alter thess
lollowed itie rest ol the sudors, beaded by then
petty olllccrs. As the processiuu passed along the
guu deck tno sudors ul tne sides crossed thcniselvot
devoutly. After pussiug ulotig the starboard side ol
the gun deck the procession turned at tho bows aud
returned by the port side to the starting point. Tho
bearers iiere placed tbo picture on a si and where the
altar la usually erected, and the ofllcers unit men ro-

styincd thoir places as at the coimneucumoni ol the
surviou.

CHRIST IX TUX SKI'CLCllRS.
The father theu knelt uud touched tno dock with hie

bead aud kissed the Uoly Kvuugol, whl 'h no bud laid
ou the uicture, and tUen the lour corners of the latter.
The Admiral, the Grand Dukes, Uurou Bchilllug and
all the officers than udvauced in a body aud went
through the same ceremony us in the service of tbe
duv picvious. Tho crew men followed uud kissed tno
book und picture, and tho service was ovsr, having
lasted an hour uud a hull.

A MILITARY VISIT.

Captain Kouschakeweisen, military atUcliiS to the
Kussiau Legation at Wuslnuglou, visited the Svellun* ul
ten in the tuorniug in lull uuiiorm to call ou tho Ad-
tuiral and Captain tne Grand Duke Alexis

ox NlloKI..
Captain the Grand Duke Aiexlt went ashore at tbg

foot of Twenty.third street lu Ins gig at one P. M., re¬
turning iu the evening to his vessel. Tho Grand Duko
Cunstuutiue wont on shore in the morning, returning
to the Svullaoa at hull-oust one P. M.

THK MIUXIUIIT MASS.
At a quarter betoro twelve o'clock last night tbe

cerytuoiiiee in celebration of the resurrection of thu
hoio oavlour look place ou hour J the ltagship. There
were present in full uutljriii, wnti aworus
and cocked bats, Admiral lloulakufl, Captain
the Graud Duko Alexis, Buh-I.iumeuxnl the
Grand Duke Cunstaattne. General Nicholas Sbtskin,
Uie Kussiau It in irter at Washington; Harou Vladimir
do DoUtscu, Itussian Consul General ut New York;
Captain Kouschaaowetscb. Military Attache to the ltus-
siuu Legation at Washington ; Admiral Kruuu. liaron
schilling. Dr. Condrine, Cupte n NovotsiDky una tbe
other olllcera, nildshipmeu uud crew of the flagship.
The officers wero all in lull dress, wliu swords,
epaulets aud cocked bats, weuriug all their orders.
Tne Admiral, the Grand Duke Alexis and Hsro'j Scull-
iiug woro the uolforui of tho sulio ol tho Kmperor,
dark greau embroidered with silver. Ino Ambus-
sudor was dressed ID his rich diplomatic uuiluriii,
rich lu gold embroidery, iho Consul General
ulso being lu lull official dress. The officers
of tno .hag-lnp wire dark greau umlurm, with gold
embroidery on the collurs and cults. The Admiral
wore across bis breast tho red silk ribbon bl the Urder
ol St. Anne, uud tno Grand Duke Alexis thu broad blue
rilibou ol tliu launly order 01 St. Andrew.
Tne Grand Duke Constantino woro Ilia star
ol Una Order. T'lio unilorin of Captain Kouscti*-
kbWltscli, of tlio Artillery ol the Guard,
was especially brilliant. It was ol dark green, with
gold; blue pantaloons, with red stripes; a broad silver
bell, and wenring a gulden helmet, on iopot winch was
a golden eagle aud a silver star, uud Irom which fell a

long, white horsehair lull, lio woro tho cross ol lbs
order ol St. Vladimir.

K.tsrKR OKKKMOXIRH.
The cereuioniea coioinencod with a procession,

winch was formed on the guu deck, in Iruul of the
aliur, and which proceeded up the pott aide ladder to
tho quarter deck, passing tno starboard side ol tho
Niigsmp. First c.iino the sailor choir, cbauollng
prayers, all with light taper* Tho holy lutiu-r
then udv.tncud, bearing a golden cross and .

taper. lio was clad iu an uuderrolw
ol ciotb of silver, over which, lu front, hung a baud
of red silk, with gold crosses and edging. Over this
wns the large robe, with wide golden collar ol green
ailk, with tno golden cross. Next camu souk
suitors, in holiday dress, bearing the holy
uvuugols and Images of our Saviour, tbe \ ir

gin Mary and various saints, uud ull having
lighted caudles in their hand* Then a brilliant galaxy
ol officers, glittering wiili embroideries ol gold and
silver and with llio ribbons and crosses ul tliu vartot ¦
orders, i'hose were headed by Admiral liouiukoll, it a
Grund Dukes Alexis uud Const ant.be, Admiral Kruwu,
the Kus-naii Minister, the Consul General, Cw|>lam
Kouachnkewetacli and Capluin Novosailaky. All earned
lighted call ties. Foiluwiug these e.uino liie sailors of
the Svetlana, to the uombor of over ;uni, in houday
dress, aud bearing each a lighted cahdle. As this
splendid process on passed slowly ulohg thu
quarterdeck the scene was one never 10 be loigotten.
the brilliant prooesslon, the moving lights, tho
cleur. starry midnight sky above, the rigging ol tint
vessel standing out olack in the nigtH, ana tbe sleep¬
ing city soon over the bulwark*. After having pus»<d
around tlie deck the procession rotume<l to Ibn alter-
part ot the alit|i, preparatory to descending to tbe gundeck below, where thoullur w as erected. They arrived at
ibo stairway and tbe procession halted, the
prieet aaid a stort prayer, and then, jmt at
iiildulght, the holy lather turned and laced
the procoaaion, saying, in llusaiun, "C'krittot
Mtrwr" (Ciiriai la risen). The sailor cbolr then
Juylul'y responded III song, "4'hrhto* voikrrtr i.« mrri
rim! Xmtrtivm gmert pmpratW tw:ktchim rr> grnbrt yrroi
iluropiul " (Cnrisl la riaen Irotn the dead I Ha
bus conquered death. He haa given lit* to tboae in
thu tomb. |

Alter the chanting of Iheao various tunes, the pried
responding, the brilliant procession passed down
the stairs to iu.« gun deck where, beiv.ro
the richly decorated altar, a solemn tuaas
wui said by lint priest. Tbe caudles were
sll extinguished before >lie mass commenced, l'ne
picture ol "Christ in tlie Tomb" bad disappeared mean¬
while, thu¦ typiiying the Resurrection. The ma<s waa
tbe sutne as that ordinarily cbanted, except thai
the sacred door remained open, snowiug
the Holy Sacrament.emblematical of Cbrial
showing himaoll to the world alter the Resurrection.
Tbe Father during the neremouy road tbe Orst chapter
of ht John. At the end ot thu mars lie walked out ol
toe door holding a cross and said throe times In
Ku-slan, "Christ la risen," ami after each um«
the congregation responded, "It is Iroo He bar
risen." Advancing hi order the Admiral, Uraud
Dukes and Mimst< r Shiskin leading, the worshippers
kissed the cross and ihan the priest three limes on
tbe checks. The officers tbcu kissed the Admiral
In a similar manner, tho Dukes and eacb oitief
one saying, "Christ is risen," and the other, "It n
irue He has risen. " The sailors also did tbe same with
eacli other. Alter the must tho priest blessed tin
busier dish, winch was made ol ch«.cso, buttor, cream
and raisins.

I iihlos were spread on the gun deck and deck below
lor ttio sullors, aud on tbein were placed Faster eggi
me Kaster dish and cold bam and other meats,
The Qraud Dulto Alexis then ate a littH
at one of the tables nod wished bis crew
"a good least day," The crew then fell in
and were soon hard at work. The officers and oib't
officials then adjourned to tlie Admiral's cabiu, whers
they supped with tbe Admiral and Urand Duke, th«
Easter dish an I Easter eags being among the dPhea
The supper was over at a late hour, tbe procession and
muss having lasted until a quarter-past one A, U. .

Just heloru the commencement ol the ceremonies a
gn/.etie was read tn tho war<tro<>ru announcing thai
the Kmforor had conlerred upon l.ieutenunts Krgonna
choll and MencUikoir tbe Cross ol Hi. Anna, and Kimj
Coiumsndcr Alcxietf that of Hi. Stanislas.

KAILKOAD MEETING.

Firat mortgage bondholders ol the St, I.ouls, Allot
and Terra Haute Railroad, representing $896,000 M
the bonds, met at No. I'J Wall streot yesterday, Mr.
Robert Dnytrd presiding, and otvoteo Mr. Ihowtaa
Ueaav trustee in place ol Mr. 9. Mionardson. resume*


